12 A 328 nucleotide (nt) variant of Citrus bent leaf viroid (CBLVd) was characterized from citrus 13 varieties in Malaysia showing leaf bending, stunting and midvein necrosis. CBLVd was 14 detected by RT-PCR assay using CBLVd specific primers in 12 out of 90 samples, collected 15 from six different areas in Malaysia. The viroid was present in five species of citrus namely 16 Citrofortunella microcarpa, Citrus aurantifolia, C. hystrix, C. maxima and C. sinensis.
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Phylogenetic analysis. Phylogenetic tree demonstrated the sequences were grouped into four 125 main clades that exhibited the origin of samples. All Malaysian clones were in clade I. 
